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New Year Traditions 
What do you do to celebrate the 
new year? 

 New Year’s resolutions or goals 
 Tarot reading for the New Year 
 Pick a focus word for the year 
 Sunrise on New Year’s Day 
 “Leap” into the new year, 

literally 
 Eat specific lucky foods 
 Model your  ideal day on 

January 1 
 Reconnect with family 
 Meditate 
 Review your previous year, 

identify what you want to 
remain the same and what you 
want to be different this year 

 

Share your own traditions here: 
tinyurl.com/UFLIB-2022-Newsletter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Celebration Newsletter 
 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

Book Blitz Month 

Brain Teaser Month 

Clean Up Your Computer 
Month 

International Creativity 
Month 

National Blood Donor 
Month 

National Braille Literacy 
Month 

National Hot Tea Month 

National Slavery and 
Human Trafficking 
Prevention Month 

Poverty Awareness Month 

 

New Year’s Day sunrise 
reflected in Baughman 

Center window 
 

January 1, 2011 

Ringing in the New Year 
As we come back after the winter 
break, take a moment to 
consider how people around the 
world ring in the new year. 

Spain – eat one grape at each 
chime of the midnight clock, the 
12 grapes represent good luck for 
one month in the upcoming year 

Columbia – carry an empty 
suitcase around the block to 
attract exciting travel for the year 

Japan – Buddhist temple bells ring 
108 times, each chime is meant 
to root out a worldly passion, to 
start the next year vice-free 

Denmark – bring your loved ones’ 
luck by throwing old plates at 
their doors to banish bad spirits 

Mexico – families make tamales 
together on New Year’s Eve and 
hand them out to loved ones 

Greece – an onion hung on the 
front door symbolizes rebirth and 
growth in the New Year 

Clean Sweep – many places 
around the world, such as Ireland, 
Puerto Rico, Japan, cleaning the 
house represents starting the year 
with a clean slate  

Scotland – the first person who 
crosses a threshold of a home in 
the New Year should bring a gift – 
this “first footing” indicates how 
the year will fold  

Want to help plan the 2023 
Winter Celebration? 
 

Join the Winter Celebration 
Planning Committee, or sign up 
to receive the call for volunteers 
in the Fall term. 

chrshor@uflib.ufl.edu  

1/1 – New Year’s Day 

1/16 – Martin Luther King Jr Day 

1/22 – Chinese New Year 

1/27 – International Holocaust  
Remembrance Day 



 
 
     Page | 2                                                      Smathers’ Libraries Winter Celebration Newsletter ●  Issue 7 ● January 4, 2023

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

a. The word “solstice” means what? 
b. Where was the lowest temperature ever 
recorded? 
c. A black bear’s pulse can drop to how many 
beats during the winter? 
d. In which city in February 1999 was the biggest 
document snowman created? 
e. One inch of rain in the summer turns into 
roughly how many inches of snow in the winter?
  

 

a. “sun stands still 
b. Antarctica’s Vostok Station  (-98.2° F) 
 

c. 8 beats per minute (summer it’s ~40 
beats per minute) 
d. Bethel, Maine – 113 feet 
 
e. 10 inches 


